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Posting The Learning Goal

Robert Marzano, The Art and Science of Teaching, 2007 
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Learning Goal

Participants will be able to understand how 
to write and implement highly effective 
learning goals into daily instruction.
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Learning Goal/High Yield Strategy

● Setting learning goals and objectives as they relate to 
providing feedback has been identified as one of the 
“high yield strategies” in Marzano’s research. 

○ Learning goals establish a direction to personalize learning for 
students. 

○ Learning goals establish direction for teachers to be able to 
provide feedback that positively impacts students.
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Highly Effective Learning Goal Traits

● Learning goals should be posted for all to see. 
● Learning goals should be related to the outcome of the unit 

or multiple lesson outcome. 
● Learning goals should be referred to within the lessons, but 

not to the degree that they are distracting. 
● Learning goals should have a rubric that allows students to 

self-assess their knowledge base on the learning goal at 
different times throughout the instructional process. 

● Learning goals should be used by the teacher to track 
student progress.
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Learning Goals Should Define…

● What the students will be able to do. 

● What the students will understand. 

Emphasize the KNOWLEDGE  
that students will potentially GAIN.
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Two Types Of Goals

1. Students will understand…  
a. Use this with declarative/informational goals. 
b. Lends itself more to Social Studies and Science texts. 
c. Example:  Students will understand the events that lead up 

to the Cold War.  
2. Student will be able to…  

a. Use this with procedural/strategy and skill based goals. 
b. (Lends to more mathematics and languages arts texts.) 
c. Example:  Students will be able to create a line graph to 

represent data.
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Review:  A Closer Look at the Goals

● Students will be able to sound out words that are not 
in their sight vocabulary but are known to them.   
○ declarative/informational or procedural/strategy? 
○ procedural/strategy…more for mathematics and language arts  

● Students will understand the defining characteristics 
of the barter system.                  
○ declarative/informational or procedural/strategy? 
○ declarative/informational…more for social studies and science

8



Created by M. Gough, using R. Marzano's Designing & Teaching Learning Goals and Objectives, 2009

Observation Rubric

● A Highly Effective learning goal provides a 
clearly stated learning goal accompanied by a scale or 
rubric that describes levels of performance, and 
monitors students’ understanding of the 
learning goal and levels of performance. 

● An Effective learning goal provides a clearly 
stated learning goal accompanied by a scale or rubric 
that describes levels of performance.
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Observation Rubric

● A Developing/Needs Improvement Learning Goal 
uses strategies incorrectly or with parts missing. 

● Unsatisfactory Learning Goal states the strategy was 
called for but not exhibited. 
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Learning Goals and Activities/Assignments

● Learning goals are statements of “what” students will 
know/understand and be able to do.   
○ Example:  Students will be able to solve equations with one 

variable. 
● Activities/Assignments are things students will do to 

obtain the “what,” and they are stated in less-
structured ways. 
○ Example:  Students will practice solving 10 equations in 

cooperative groups.
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Goal or Not a Goal?
12

Students will… 
● create a metaphor representing the food pyramid. 

● be able to graph the slope of a line when given a set of 
coordinates. 

● understand that matter is made up of atoms and that 
atoms, in turn, are made up of subatomic particles. 

● investigate the defining characteristics of fables and 
fairy tales.

NOT A GOAL

GOAL

GOAL

NOT A GOAL
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More Practice:  Goal or Activity?

● Students will watch the video on the relationship 
between the earth and the moon and the place of 
these bodies in the solar system. 

● Students will be able to sound out words that are not 
in their sight vocabulary but are known to them. 

● Students will practice solving 10 equations in 
cooperative groups. 

● Students will understand the defining characteristics 
of the barter system.
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Check Your Responses

● Students will watch the video on the relationship 
between the earth and the moon and the place of these 
bodies in the solar system.     Activity 

● Students will be able to sound out words that are not 
in their sight vocabulary but are known to them.     
GOAL 

● Students will practice solving 10 equations in 
cooperative groups.     Activity 

● Students will understand the defining characteristics 
of the barter system.     GOAL
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Learning Goal Display Samples
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Learning Goal Display Samples
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Video Resources

● SWBAT:  Communicating Learning Goals  
(all grades) 

● “Be Sure To”: A Powerful Reflection Strategy  
(grades 6-8) 

● Structure Learning with Essential Questions  
(all grades)
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https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/making-lesson-objectives-clear
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-goal-setting
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/structure-learning-essential-questions

